
Town of Rockport, Maine  101 Main St., Rockport ME 04856 
Planning & Development  planner@town.rockport.me.us 

Memo 
 
To:  Stephen Bowen, Chair and Members of the Zoning Board of Appeals 

Prospective Members Kimberlee Graffam and Allen Mitchell 

Cc:  Scott E. Bickford, Code Enforcement Officer  
Bonnie L. Brooks, property owner 

From: James P. Francomano, Planning and Development Director 

Date:  April 20, 2016 
Re: Bonnie’s Place – Application for Special Exception approval 
 288 Mill Street (Map 7 / Lot 13-1) 

 

 
Applicants Bonnie Brooks and Chris Lidstone propose to construct an accessory 
structure, of which approximately 864 square feet (the ground floor) would provide a 
crafts studio and woodworking shop to be known as Bonnie’s Place. The proposed use 
qualifies as a “Tradesman’s Shop,” as per Section 300 of the Land Use Ordinance 
(LUO). The property is located in the Section 908 Rural zoning district where a 
Tradesman’s Shop is permissable only by Special Exception. 
 
When a commercial use is proposed in otherwise residental surroundings, Zoning 
Board of Appeals review is intended to minimize impacts on neighboring properties 
and ensure general compatibility of the proposed use. As we will discuss at your 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. Monday, May 2, the criteria for Special Exception review is in 
Section 703.3 of the LUO. On this project, separate Site Plan approval from the 
Planning Board is NOT required as per Section 1303 of the LUO.  
 
 























Town	of	Rockport,	ME April	19,	2016

Bonnie's	Place	-	Special	Exception

Property	Information

Property
ID

007-013-001

Location 288	MILL	ST
Owner BROOKS,	BONNIE	L

MAP	FOR	REFERENCE	ONLY
NOT	A	LEGAL	DOCUMENT

Town	of	Rockport,	ME	makes	no	claims	and	no
warranties,	expressed	or	implied,	concerning	the
validity	or	accuracy	of	the	GIS	data	presented	on
this	map.

Parcels	updated	4/1/2013
Properties	updated	4/1/2013
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