
ROCKPORT PARKS COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 
Rockport Town Office 

February 14, 2014 
 

Members Present: Dave Jackson, Noni Ames, Linda Posson 
Members Absent: Sani Fogel, Jim Sady 
Others Present: Rick Bates, Rockport Town Manager, Charlton Ames, Select Board Liaison 

 
 

Dave Jackson called the meeting to order at 3:30 pm. 
 
1. Budget 

 
Town Manager, Rick Bates, advised that there is money set aside for Mary Lea shrubs as well as 
Canopy Project matching funds of $3,500 (for the entire town).  There will be a newly created 
Parks Budget, but at the moment our budget is still included under Parks and Recreation.   Dave 
Jackson reiterated our need to have our own budget separate from Recreation.  
 
A discussion ensued as to how we would budget for the time spent by the town to complete the 
labor required for planting the Bayberry bushes at Mary Lea Park, and it was decided that we 
would need to advise the town first of how much labor will be needed, so they can budget their 
time.  The general consensus was that the removal of the weed fabric would require more hours 
than planting.  Dave Jackson will consult with Mike Young on this issue. 
 
In regard to the Canopy Grant,  Charlton Ames advised that the trees must be for the downtown 
area and will replace bushes that have been removed at the street edge of Harbor Park. 
 
2. Parks Committee’s Priorities for 2014 

 
Committee members agreed with Dave Jackson’s suggestion that we establish a goal to complete 
all priority plantings and improvements in our parks by summer.  In regard to the pruning of the 
trees in Veterans Memorial Park, the committee agreed that we would consult with Mike Young 
about doing the light pruning (i.e. nothing involving climbing) and then discuss with him who 
might be called in to do the heavier pruning. 
 
 
3.  Housekeeping–Change in Meeting Time 

 
Dave Jackson requested that we change our normal meeting date due to a conflict in his 
schedule, which cannot be altered.  The committee agreed to change the date to the second 
Monday afternoon of every month at 3:30.  
 
4.  Partnering With Rockport Garden Club 
 
Members of the committee enthusiastically agreed that we partner with the Rockport Garden Club 
on beautification design and implementation in our parks.  We welcome all suggestions and 
assistance they are prepared to offer.  Linda Posson suggested that we offer to do a short 
presentation at one of the club’s spring meetings to introduce the committee and its goals to the 
members. 
 



5.  RES (Rockport Elementary School) Site 
 
Charlton Ames advised the committee that the Select Board does not want to abandon the site 
while it remains vacant.  Can Parks suggest ways to spruce it up and make use of it?  The Select 
Board welcomes ideas for events, especially in conjunction with other community organizations. 
 
This issue sparked a spirited brainstorming session, which yielded the following suggestions: 

A. Trim the runaway hedge bordering Route 1 (across the street from Market Basket). 
B. Plant some larger trees here and there close to the road so they won’t compromise 

future plans for the property, but will add to its beauty. 
C. Design community events that can be held on the concrete pad area. 

1. Dog show in conjunction with PAWS? 
2. Winter ice-skating rink? 
3. Flower show, perhaps in conjunction with the Garden Club? 

 
Committee members agreed that we’d discuss landscaping ideas for the RES site at our next 
meeting. 
 
There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 3:45pm.  The next Parks 
Committee meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 10 at 3:30 pm at the Town Office. 

  
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Linda Posson, 
Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


