
ROCKPORT PARKS COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 
Rockport Town Office 

May 13, 2014 
 
Members Present: Dave Jackson, Noni Ames, Linda Posson, Jim Sady 
Members Absent: Sani Fogel 
Others Present: Ann Filley, Rockport Public Library; Penny Baum, Ann Robison, Dave 
Barry, Rockport Garden Club, Sally Cook; Conversation Commission, Bonnie Gibbons; 
village resident. 
 
 
Dave Jackson called the meeting to order at 3:30pm.  
 
1. Northern Bayberry Bush Planting at Mary Lea Park 
The bushes are due in next week.  Noni Ames will coordinate planting and delivery. 
 
2. Review priority list from January 22 minutes 
A.  Mary Lea Park 

1.  Mary Lea Sign—the committee voted to recommend having it relocated to the 
bottom of the park.  Dave Jackson will confer with Town Manager, Rick Bates to 
determine if it can be moved. 
2. Path through park–the Committee will reconsider this in the fall. 
3. Removal of weed fabric–still a top priority to be completed as soon as the town 
is able to do it. 

 
In addition to the above priorities, the Committee discussed the presence of benches now 
in the park and will assess the situation to determine if there are too many there and 
where they might be placed in other parks. 
 
B.  Marine Park–the committee agreed that removal of Mugo pines around André is a top 
priority and must be done soon so that the garden club can come in and plant flowers in 
the beds. 

 
Bonnie Gibbons expressed concern over the height of the trees that will be planted where 
the brush has been cleared from the park.  The Committee assured her that the crabapples 
slated for those areas should not grow higher than about ten feet. 

 
C.  Memorial Park–Charleton reminded the Committee that three new trees will be 
planted under the Canopy Grant and that we ought to be involved in the sighting of the 
trees at planting time.  Dave Barry reported that the Garden Club will be doing a spring 
cleanup and planting at Memorial Park on May 20. 

 
D.  Walker Park–priorities (planting of Mugos and repair of picnic shelter roof) remain 
the same. 

 



D.  Goodrich Park–pruning of the ground cover junipers and birches are of first priority.  
Bonnie Gibbons requested that we take a look at the cedars that border her property to see 
if they can be pruned. 
 
3. Review RES punch list 
 
Committee members agreed that the bushes bordering route 1 should be pruned. 
 
 
4. Rockport Properties Proposal for New Library Site and Possible Impact on Mary 
Lea Park 
 
Dave Jackson advised the Committee that the site of the old Graffam house is now being 
considered as a possible site for a new town library, although it may not be the final 
choice.  In the event that it is chosen, ten feet would be taken from Mary Lea Park.  
Committee members agreed that this would then become a big issue for us and that we 
must aim to preserve our park in its entirety. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:00pm.  The next meeting 
will be Tuesday, June 10 at 3:30pm.  Members are requested to meet (weather 
permitting) at Mary Lea Park where we will begin a tour of our village parks to asses 
what still needs to be done over the summer months. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda Posson 
Recording Secretary 
 


