
Town of Rockport, Maine  101 Main St., Rockport ME 04856 
Planning & Development  planner@town.rockport.me.us 

Memo 
To:  Stephen Bowen, Chair and Members of the Zoning Board of Appeals 

Prospective Members Kimberlee Graffam and Allen Mitchell 

Cc:  Scott E. Bickford, Code Enforcement Officer  
Phillip R. Brown, property owner 

From: James P. Francomano, Planning and Development Director 

Date:  April 21, 2016 
Re: PRB Machine Shop – Application for Special Exception approval 
 431 Rockland Street (Map 13 / Lot 5-1) 

 

 
Applicant Phil Brown proposes to convert approximately 588 square feet inside an 
existing accessory structure for use as a machine shop (southerly portion of ground 
floor) on his property located in the Section 908 Rural zoning district. The proposed 
use qualifies as a “Tradesman’s Shop,” as defined per Land Use Ordinance (LUO) 
Section 300. For this reason Mr. Brown’s proposal requires ZBA Special Exception 
approval in order to complete his pending application for a building permit. 
 
When a commercial use is proposed in otherwise residental surroundings, ZBA review 
and possible coniditions of approval are intended to minimize impacts on neighboring 
properties and to ensure general compatibility of the proposed use. As we will discuss, 
at your meeting at 5:30 p.m. Monday, May 2, the criteria for Special Exception review 
is in Section 703.3 of the LUO. On this project, separate Site Plan approval from the 
Planning Board is NOT required as per Section 1303 of the LUO.  
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