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Mr. Chapman opened the Listening Tour at 7:02 p.m.   
 

A. Residents were reminded of the Tax Club.  The voter approved tax club is paid in monthly 
installments at no interest.  Anyone interested should contact Town Clerk Linda Greenlaw. 
 

B. Any e-mail addresses listed will become public information. 
 

How does Rockport support outlying communities?   

• Too much emphasis and funds spent on Village Lot – Simonton Corner should be treated the 
same 

• News about village but not outlying areas 
• Rt 1 is the natural boundary but support “kind of stops at Cross Street” 
• More attention from town 
• Dangerous to walk on road – need a sidewalk 
• Reduce speed, especially at intersection 
• Need greater police presence - only have one officer at any given time - should have additional 

officer in Town 
• Should have “STOP” stenciled at intersection of Main Street & Park Street 
• Snow blowing off golf course onto and across the road 
• Steve Beveridge cuts back road ‘nicely’ 
• Since 1978 – has no sense of connection to village  
• w/exception of roads – all improvements on village otherwise don’t get 
• resentful of truck sweeper when village gets dirt swept off road 
• granite sidewalk in village 
• More knowledge of Simonton Corner history – inclusion of people who lived here for 

generations  
• Select Board discussed setting aside a day for celebration where all villages are represented  
• Simonton’s Corner doesn’t get information on Town problems and how they are solved 
• Select Board meetings are not ‘open’ to free flow discussions 
• Town Meeting date is problematic for residents 
• Weekly communication column in paper from Town Office.  Have updates on meetings 

 



 
What makes Simonton Corner unique? 

• Rural – don’t change it 
• Don’t always know neighbors they keep to themselves 
• Happy that Mistic is not rural 
• Retain current character 
• Doesn’t find anything unique in area 
• Can trust most of your neighbors - the kind of place to live 
• Visited places much less friendly - accommodating - nice place to live 
• People are friendly because they want to live here 
• Sense of history keeps some people here 

 
 
What Town facilities do residents of Simonton Corner use? 

• “Love to see study done of usage of town facilities” 
• Library is crowded on Tuesdays and has too many programs.  Could the programs be moved 

elsewhere 
• Instead of building new library – greater use of Opera House 
• Room at Town Office for part of the library 
• Cemeteries 
• Controversy about playing fields 
• Marge Jones Rec Center – “nobody is there when I go” 
• Parks – picnics 
• Simonton Corner Community Hall: has a lot of history - was once a school and a church - has 

an association - once a month potluck suppers – dances - Santa comes at Christmas time - rents 
out for functions - would like the Town’s rental agent to recommend using - association has a 
desire to move forward but not change the Hall 

 
How much turnover of real estate and what kind of folks coming in? 

• Not a lot of property turnover 
• Lot of people living here that have family history in Rockport 
• Strong sense of keeping the area as it currently is 
• Land is divided for children not for sale out of  the family 

 
What could the town do to improve this area? 

• Walking path 
• Snowmobile trail 
• More sense of community from the Town of Rockport  
• Cutting brush along road 

 
How could Rockport bridge the gap between Downtown and Simonton Corner? 

• Don’t need granite sidewalks in village 
• what part of sidewalks were private funded? 
• Have been instances where people have requested granite curbing, town couldn’t so someone 

paid for it 
• People have split tires from granite curb in front of library 



• Did walks in town come from TIF program – no – out of town budget 
• Bring sidewalk to town office 
• Nowhere to go with bicycles in road with the amount of traffic 
• Need to drive somewhere – scary 
• Getting across Route 1 to the Town office is dangerous – possibly a traffic light? 
• The process of getting a light takes years.  It ultimately is the State’s decision 
• Lower speed to 35 from Mr. Wat’s and Maritime Farms or Hannaford to Town Office. 
• Is there a way to have a meeting with DOT?  Select Board must decide what to take to DOT 

(from village request) 
• Does DOT send someone to community? Yes 
• Increase staffing of police force – more realistic 
• Speeding fines go to Augusta 
• Town portion stayed same mil rate for 2012.  The increase in valuation throughout town kept 

the tax bill down 
 

What is Legacy Rockport? 

• Legacy Rockport is a 501C3 entity                                                                                                
• The entity will attempt to raise money for the Town of Rockport through donations and 

bequests   
• The Legacy Rockport campaign will begin in the fall searching for possible benefactors 
• Funds  donated to Legacy Rockport could be ‘ear marked’ for a specific use 

 
What is the general thought of running the sewer line out Main St? 

• Was a time when Goose River was ‘nasty’  but pretty cleaned up now 
• Most homeowners in area have updated septic systems  
• Don’t see need for it 
• Sewer would be needed if golf course was developed  
• Not much to gain from sewer 
• Finish Route 1 sewer.  The sewer extensions would interconnect the  Rockland and Camden 

sewer lines 
• Density comes an extended sewer  

 
How do you feel about the razing of the RES buildings? 

• Tear down school – sell – develop site 
• Need to have revenue 
• Now doing asbestos abatement 
• Salvage what can be 
• April 10, 2013 is the start date to tear down RES 
• Grind wood for PERC 
• No immediate plans 
• “If you don’t landscape somewhat it won’t look good.”   Do minimal grading and seeding 
• keep parking area and turn around 
• take out bushes along Route 1 to open for better view 
• don’t take down bushes, they block the snow 
• don’t need any more playing fields and parks 
• professionals have said the property is more valuable cleared - prime spot 
• Needs to be sold for income 



• Don’t want to see town crew doing anything on RES land  
• there is a balance between declining open space and developed space 
• There was a 2 year long process for deciding what to do with RES.  Overwhelming decision to 

keep the prop 
• Sentiment of town seems to be in baby steps  
• Plan in front of s.b. for “landscaping” to spend money must go on warrant 

 
Other Input 

• State made it legal to use fire works  
• Should adopt a fireworks ordinance 
• No ban on fireworks 
• Firemen have issues with fireworks.  The Fire Department should learn about safety issues. 
• Is there a dog ordinance?  Call Town Office or police for any cruelty issue 
• Hold these meetings on annual basis if possible, it helps with communication 
• Citizen reporters should jot down notes for web page on Penbaypilot.com – check with Lynda 

Clancy 
• Camden has a “Green Lawns Program” which promotes not using pesticides.  Rockport also 

has a no pesticide policy. 
 

Mr. Chapman thanked all for attending the meeting.  He invited any interested person(s) to contact the 
Town Office or a board member with any additional concerns or ideas. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Melody Sainio 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
  


