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Board of Selectmen 
Listening Tour 
West Rockport 

September 25, 2012 
 

Select Board 

William Chapman      Charlton Ames 
Geoff Parker       Tracy Murphy 
Ken McKinley       Robert Peabody, Town Manager 

Public 

Diane Emery       Chris Rector, Senator 
Carole Gartley       Gordon Best 
Will Gartley       Richard Remsen 
Joan Welch       Jan Rosenbaum 
Kris Kangas       Sandra Lane 
Janice Kangas       Jack Lane 
Seth Upham       Tom Levasseur 
Jennifer Upham      Vernon Hunter 
Justin Ford       Mike Robertson 
Richard Lane 

 
Mr. McKinley opened the Listening Tour at 7:06 p.m. and welcomed those present. 
 

A. Residents were reminded of the Tax Club.  The voter approved tax club is paid in monthly 
installments at no interest.  Anyone interested should contact Town Clerk Linda Greenlaw. 
 

B. Any e-mail addresses listed will become public information. 
         
What makes West Rockport a special place to live in? 

• Diversity of current residents – build on diversity 
• Blueberries, woodlots, convenience, farmland – keep tradition alive 
• Since 1852, the Baptist Church has been an anchor for the Town 
• Issue with hillside development due to zoning 

 
Would you like to see the sewer extended to allow for expansion? 

• Would allow for smaller lots 
• Greater density 
• “Great American Sewer Extension Fund” (State fund) 
• Use hub pattern – growth areas instead of sprawl 

 
How to make West Rockport a Destination? 

• Planned economic growth 
• “Community Development” to support residential habitation 
• Stores – grocery, hardware, gasoline, etc. 
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• Restaurants and/or diners 
• A commercial center is already happening – how to make “it good and sustainable” 
• Available land and space  
• Develop Satisfaction Survey for new commercial development – make permitting easy, helpful 

staff, etc. 
 
West Rockport Fire Station 

• Should a second engine be added to the West Rockport Fire Station – only one truck in use and 
two bays (1983 engine stored at Rockport Station could be moved to West Rockport)    

• Village has three fire trucks - move the ladder truck to West Rockport 
• 87% of fires in last 10 years have been in West Rockport 
• New door in West Rockport Fire Station would cost $20,000 +/- 
• Ran out of water at a Gurney Street fire – waited eight (8) minutes for Rockport fire                     

trucks to arrive 
• Is there a need for an underused meeting room 
• Build out second bay 
• An issue of chasing Rockport alarms 
• Greater population in West Rockport but less equipment 

 
How Is West Rockport Treated? 

• “terribly” – the focus on the coastal village 
• Most capital improvements go to the village 
• West Rockport has been over looked for decades 
•  “Bumpy, bumpy Mt. Pleasant Road” – road should be paved.  When an ambulance was needed 

on Mt. Pleasant Road it had to turn around and go through Hope because the road was icy.  
Expensive to maintain. Steve Beverage has a cost analysis. 

• One resident “loves” dirt roads 
• In future, should recapture past with light industry and associations (this is beginning to happen 

in Rockport) 
• Comp Plan describes a “Traditional Village” 
• Town could benefit from natural gas line coming down Route 17 from Augusta 
• Rebuild Route 17 with esplanade and trees 
• Get involved with development and the West Rockport business park 
• Emphasize small businesses and relation to street and community 
• Ordinance change to foster small town 

 
How do you feel about the razing of the RES buildings? 

• Create community center and sell off Route 1 frontage 
• Look at current commercial availability 
• Library 
• Unique property - retain 
• Does gym have residual value 
• How to get people to stop at site 
• Farmer’s market 
• Save gym for scouting, market – can rent out in off season 
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• Divide property – sell front half and pay for repairs to back half 
• Hard sell to get rid of ball field 
• “No substitute for ball park” – enough Town teams to use it 
• Back part of school should “go” 
• “Pleasure to see kids playing sports when driving into Town.” 
• Life Flight landing - need absolute minimum of 100’ x 100’ to land a helicopter 
• Lot of available commercial space in Rockport but not a lot of open space.  Hold onto. 
• Need traffic calming (trees?) 
• “some sort of welcoming structure, i.e. the arch into Camden, that draws attention to West 

Street being a Gateway into the Village” 
 
School Zone Issues 

• Speeding in school zone  
• Lights not effective 
• Need clearly delineated zones 
• Lanes are confusing – looks like passing lane 
• Safety issues 
• Cameras to enforce 
• Fines for speeding go to the State and not to the Town 

 
Is there anything you want to add? 

• The natural gas line is being extended down Route 17 to Dragon Cement and the Maine State 
Prison.  Would the gas line benefit West Rockport and Rockport residents and businesses? 

• Pen Bay Medical Center currently trucks in natural gas 
• Revisit how business friendly Rockport is. 

 
The Select Board will meet on October 2nd for Businesses at the Rockport Opera House and on 
October 11th for the Village at the Rockport Town Office.  A recap meeting will be held on October 
15th at the Rockport Opera House. 
 
Mr. McKinley thanked all for attending the meeting.  He invited any interested person(s) to contact the 
Town Office or a board member with any additional concerns or ideas. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Melody Sainio 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
  


