Approved 3/13/13

Town of Rockport Planning Board

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 – 5:30 P.M.

Rockport Opera House Downstairs Meeting Room

Televised on Channel 22

Board Present:  Chair Kerry Leichtman, Tony Bates, Terrie Mackenzie, Thomas Murphy, and James 

                            Ostheimer                      

Board Absent: John Alexander and Sarah Price 

Staff Present:  Planning Director Thomas Ford, Videographer Sally Leighton, and Acting Recording 

                         Secretary Deborah Sealey 

Chair Leichtman called the meeting to order at 5:40 P.M. He stated that the minutes would be considered first, changing the order of the printed agenda.

I. Approval of Minutes of 11/14/12: Three minor corrections to the minutes were noted.

ACTION:  Thomas Murphy made a motion, seconded by Tony Bates, to accept the 11/14/12 

                 minutes as amended.

                Carried 5-0-0

II. Recusal: Chair Leichtman read aloud the remaining agenda item regarding the Center for Furniture Craftsmanship application and said he would recuse himself because he was the assessor for the Town of Rockport and was currently working through a contentious assessment issue with the applicant. Tony Bates stated that he was a member of the Board of Assessment Review, before which the Center had an appeal. Planning Director Thomas Ford said he had checked with the town attorney, who had said Mr. Bates could review the application. Applicant Peter Korn stated that he had no objection. The gavel was turned over to Acting Chair Thomas Murphy.
III. New Business

A. Application of the Center for Furniture Craftsmanship, represented by Peter Korn, for a Section 1304.3 minor revision to a previously approved site plan to construct a 1,420 sq. ft. addition to an existing building on a parcel identified as Map 11, Lot 20 and located at 25 Mill St. in District 908.

Mr. Murphy said a site walk had been held at 5:00 P.M. today. He noted that Police Chief Kelley anticipated no problems with the proposal. There was no signoff from the Fire Dept., but Mr. Ford said they had been notified of the application. Mr. Murphy said this was a minor revision to an approved site plan and stated there was good dual access to the site.

Peter Korn, Executive Director for the Center for Furniture Craftsmanship, said his organization wanted to build a 1,420 sq. ft. woodturning studio addition to its Jackson Building (currently 5,600 sq. ft.): 1,288 sq. ft. would extend from the northerly gable end and would house the school’s woodturning studio, while a 132-sq. ft. extension from the southerly gable end would house a spray booth. Mr. Korn said the addition would allow better use of the studio and also make possible the addition of 12-week courses in turning and finishing. Local weekend programming could also be expanded. The project would raise the maximum number of students on campus at one time from 54 to 55 and from 17 to 18 in the Jackson Building.

Mr. Murphy said the Planning Board would do a final Site Plan Review if the application were found to be complete.

ACTION:  Terrie Mackenzie made a motion, seconded by Tony Bates, that the application received was 

                  complete.

                Carried 4-0-0

Acting Chair Murphy read aloud the headings of Section 1305 (Performance Standards). No questions were raised. He then read aloud the headings of Section 1000 (Performance Standards) and the members decided there was no need for additional landscaping.

ACTION:  Terrie Mackenzie made a motion, seconded by Tony Bates, to waive the landscaping plan 

                  requirement.

                Carried 4-0-0

Mr. Murphy said he had looked at the photographs and elevations and the only change to the building would be a shed off the side. He commented that everything was in keeping with the architectural review standards. In response to a question, Mr. Korn said the addition would be clad in solid cedar clapboard to match the existing building.

Mr. Murphy read aloud the headings of Section 800. He said there would be no parking impact with one additional student. Mr. Korn said a silt fence was specified on the application and there would be no additional lighting. 

ACTION:  Tony Bates made a motion, seconded by James Ostheimer, to approve the application of the 

                 Center for Furniture Craftsmanship, represented by Peter Korn, for a Section 1304.3 minor 

                 revision to a previously approved site plan to construct a 1,420 sq. ft. addition to an existing 

                 building on a parcel identified as Map 11, Lot 20 and located at 25 Mill St. in District 908.                   

                Carried 4-0-0

IV. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 6:05 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Deborah Sealey

Acting Recording Secretary
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